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What’s on today?

Ideas, teaching resources and useful links

dyslexic ss/weaker ss

for teaching                           ss without disabilities

early finishers



Dyslexia Explained: What's It Like Being Dyslexic?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEpBujdee8M
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Watch the film. 
At the end the teacher promises 3 things. 

What are they?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEpBujdee8M


The teacher promised

• not to make Tom read aloud in front of the class

• not to expect him to write as much

• to give him a printout of homework questions 
and make sure Tom would understand them
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Signs of dyslexia

Slow to 

• copy 

• recall words and facts

• memorise sequences (days of the week, months, the alphabet)

Vocabulary:

• Quickly forget new words

• Bad at prefixes/suffixes/root
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More info:
1. Dyslexia in the ESL Classroom http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/ (access date: 23.10.2018)
2. Common mistakes https://www.dyslexiainternational.org/ONL/EN/Course/S2-3-2.htm (access date: 23.10.2018)

http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/
https://www.dyslexiainternational.org/ONL/EN/Course/S2-3-2.htm


Signs of dyslexia - Reading

• skip letters, words or lines in a text

• need more time to read 

• forget what a text was about right after reading 

• confuse similar letters

b ↔  d ↔    p  ↔ q f   ↔   t 

n  ↔  m         n  ↔  u ch ↔  sh
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More info:
1. Dyslexia in the ESL Classroom http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/ (access date: 23.10.2018)
2. Common mistakes https://www.dyslexiainternational.org/ONL/EN/Course/S2-3-2.htm (access date: 23.10.2018)

http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/
https://www.dyslexiainternational.org/ONL/EN/Course/S2-3-2.htm


Signs of Dyslexia - Writing

• confusing letters (also)

b  ↔  d                        p  ↔  q                          n  ↔  u                        n  ↔  m

f   ↔   t                       ch ↔  sh

• inversing letters:

saw ↔  was sign ↔  sing

• spelling words as they sound
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More info:
1. Dyslexia in the ESL Classroom http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/ (access date: 23.10.2018)
2. Common mistakes https://www.dyslexiainternational.org/ONL/EN/Course/S2-3-2.htm (access date: 23.10.2018)

http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/
https://www.dyslexiainternational.org/ONL/EN/Course/S2-3-2.htm


Different needs and abilities in one classroom
accommodations 

https://www.dys-add.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 23.10.2018) 
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Accommodation = change

presenting information

testing

practising new skills

Aim: every student has a chance to succeed

https://www.dys-add.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf


Classroom accommodations 
https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 11.10.2018) 

'Fair does not mean treating every student exactly the same.

Fair means

providing each student 

with what that student needs

to have a chance to succeed.'
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Are accommodations fair?

https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf


Classroom accommodations 

examples

Perfect teacher for dyslexic students

understands their frustration

knows that their difficulties are inherited
and caused by brain differences

won’t make them look stupid in front of their
peers
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Classroom accommodations 
https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 11.10.2018) 

https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf


Classroom accommodations 

If you

DON’T force them to read out loud in class

DON’T ask them to write on the board

DON’T allow peer correction



Dyslexic ss won’t look stupid  less anxiety
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Your classroom is a safe place for dyslexic students

Classroom accommodations https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 11.10.2018) 

https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf


Homework 
Accommodations 

• Shorter homework tasks

• Unfinished classroom work shouldn’t be sent
home

 shorter tasks

12Classroom accommodations https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 11.10.2018) 

https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf


Teaching tips

1. Copying from the board is difficult  provide handouts

2. Use pictures/flashcards and mind maps

3. Reading: use larger fonts and wider line spaces

• Font size: 13-14 points

4. Vocabulary: more practice and revision (e.g. games)
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Dyslexia in the ESL Classroom http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/ (access date: 23.10.2018)

http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/


Testing & assessing

• Grade content rather than spelling

• Shorter tests or extended time

• Many short quizes instead of 1 or 2 long exams

• Oral testing better

• Accept writing tasks typed on a computer

14Classroom accommodations https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 11.10.2018) 

https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf


What form for a test?

Easiest:

Draw a line = match

15

go shopping 

do                                                     money

make                                                skiing

Classroom accommodations https://www.dys-add.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 11.10.2018) 

https://www.dys-add.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf


Gap-fill with a list of possible answers

Multiple choice (too much reading)
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Classroom accommodations https://www.dys-add.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 11.10.2018) 

Easy

Hard

https://www.dys-add.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf


Harder  gapfill (without ……..  )

Hardest essay
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How to correct spelling

If you highlight or circle the mistakes 

→ students focus on the incorrect forms

instead of learning the correct spelling.

 THEY NEED TO SEE THE CORRECT FORM 

 'cross the misspelled word and write the correct spelling above 
or next to it. In that way it is the correct form which is made visible 
and, hopefully, integrated.’ 

Joanna Nijakowska, Assistant Professor in the Institute of English at the University of Łódź, Poland, 
https://oupeltglobalblog.com/2011/03/22/correcting-dyslexic-spelling/ (access date: 12.10.2018)

https://oupeltglobalblog.com/2011/03/22/correcting-dyslexic-spelling/


How to correct spelling

'The use of the red pen 

only enforces incorrect spelling’ 
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Joanna Nijakowska, Assistant Professor in the Institute of English at the University of Łódź, Poland, https://oupeltglobalblog.com/2011/03/22/correcting-

dyslexic-spelling/ (access date: 12.10.2018)

https://oupeltglobalblog.com/2011/03/22/correcting-dyslexic-spelling/


Vocabulary practice
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Word search
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Fot. Marta Lipska



Word search

Random letters b-n words → then painted out 
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More difficult for more skillful students

https://www.toolsforeducators.com/
(access date: 4.10.2018) 23

https://www.toolsforeducators.com/
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More difficult 
for kids without 

disabilities
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Easier-
for kids with 
disabilities
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Writing practice

https://www.toolsforeducators.com/
(access date: 4.10.2018)
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https://www.toolsforeducators.com/
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31https://www.toolsforeducators.com/

(access date: 4.10.2018)

https://www.toolsforeducators.com/


Pluses

The same text/topic

different level/different pace

Everyone feels successful

Motivation 
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http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/

Free lesson plans on the latest breaking news → 7 levels. 

Each lesson includes

27 pages with all-skills activities, 

5-speed listening, 

multi-speed scrolled reading, 

online quizzes.

(access date 16.10.2015)

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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New content added regularly

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/ (access date 12.10.2018)

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/


35http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/ (access date 12.10.2018)

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/


The same text– 5 speeds
Easier level → slower and shorter (less vocab)

36http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/ (access date 12.10.2018)

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/ (access date 12.10.2018)

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/


For early finishers → feedback

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/
(access date: 4.10.2018)

38

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/


Free resources 
for teaching mixed ability classes 
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40Graphics: https://pixabay.com/en/hand-showing-index-finger-thumb-898016/ (access date: 11.09.2018)

https://pixabay.com/en/hand-showing-index-finger-thumb-898016/


Netography

1. Jak pracować z uczniem dyslektycznym? https://www.pearson.pl/jezyk-angielski/konferencje-i-
szkolenia/webinaria-i-filmy-szkoleniowe/jak-pracowac-z-uczniem-dyslektycznym/ (access date: 12.10.2018)

2. Joanna Nijakowska, Correcting dyslexic spelling https://oupeltglobalblog.com/2011/03/22/correcting-dyslexic-
spelling/ (access date: 12.10.2018)

3. Classroom Accommodations for Dyslexic Students
https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf (access date: 12.10.2018)

4. Dyslexia in the ESL Classroom http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/ (access date: 12.10.2018)

5. Dyslexia International Sharing Expertise https://www.dyslexia-international.org/ONL/EN/Course/S2-3-2.htm
(access date: 12.10.2018)

6. Good Fonts for Dyslexia http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/sites/default/files/good_fonts_for_dyslexia_study.pdf
(access date: 12.10.2018)
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https://www.pearson.pl/jezyk-angielski/konferencje-i-szkolenia/webinaria-i-filmy-szkoleniowe/jak-pracowac-z-uczniem-dyslektycznym/
https://oupeltglobalblog.com/2011/03/22/correcting-dyslexic-spelling/
https://www.dysadd.com/resources/General/AccommodationsHandout.pdf
http://elt-connect.com/dyslexia-esl-classroom/
https://www.dyslexia-international.org/ONL/EN/Course/S2-3-2.htm
http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/sites/default/files/good_fonts_for_dyslexia_study.pdf

